Chlamydia pneumoniae and coronary artery disease: legitimized linkages?
Chlamydia pneumoniae (Cp) infection in early life may accelerate atherosclerosis over ensuing decades, leading to cardiovascular complications. Cp promotes endothelial dysfunction and may modulate inflammation underlying atherosclerosis. It represents a biologically plausible candidate for the causation of atherosclerosis. Other infections simultaneously occurring with Cp may result in a synergistic effect to promote atherosclerosis. Studies on the treatment of Cp with antibiotics indicates decreased rates of infection, modulation of inflammation and in some settings, fewer cardiovascular complications.